Message from the Executive Director
Chamber Celebrates 70th Anniversary
As noted in the Chamber’s 1998-1999 Membership
Directory, the Essex-Middle River Chamber of Commerce
was founded in 1948 by 16 merchants from the Essex
business district. The organization later changed its
name to Essex-Middle River-White Marsh Chamber of
Commerce and, today, we have 170 members and trade
as the Chesapeake Gateway Chamber of Commerce.
Seventy years since our founding, the Chesapeake
Gateway Chamber continues in our mission to promote
an economic environment which attracts new businesses
while allowing established business to prosper. We
are dedicated to enhancing the quality of life in eastern
Baltimore County by reinvesting our resources in all
phases of community life.
Development – As a long-time advocate for responsible
development in eastern Baltimore County, the Chamber
has lent its support for many projects, including the new
developments of Crossroads and Tradepoint Atlantic
and the revitalization of areas such as Essex. In May of
2003, approximately 100 members of the Chamber and
the Essex-Middle River community met and worked with
an Urban Design Assistance Team (UDAT) to create a
grand vision for Essex. Much was accomplished, but
there’s much more that still needs to be done. Last year, the
Chamber formed a new committee—the Eastern
Baltimore County Task Force--with the idea of combining
efforts and building on the success of local groups like
Back River Restoration Committee and the Core Group

of Community Leaders to help revitalize Essex. The
Commercial Revitalization designation through Baltimore
County and now the Sustainable Community designation
through the State of Maryland (see article about this recent
development elsewhere in this issue) can provide the Task
Force with funding essential to continue progress.
Education – The Chamber aided in the growth and
relocation of Essex Community College (CCBC – Essex)
since its beginning. The Board of Education appointed
several Chamber Board members to the Essex Community
College Foundation, and we continue to have strong ties
to the Foundation Board and the college today, including
offering scholarships through the Foundation. Each year,
the Chamber’s Workforce Development Committee
generates programs which strengthen business/education
interaction and partnerships. These initiatives include
school supplies, holiday gifts and dining out to raise funds
for needy families. They also include a breakfast for
local principals and an awards program for outstanding
educators.
Transportation – The Chamber aided and advised the
Baltimore County and Maryland State Departments of
Transportation concerning the locations of the Baltimore
Beltway (I-695), Maryland Route 702 and Route 43.
Health & Welfare – We assisted in the relocation of
Franklin Square Hospital from Baltimore City to our
area. In addition to raising construction funds for this
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community hospital, Chamber Board members have
served on Franklin Square’s Board of Trustees for years.
For the last 10 years, the Chamber has honored our local
fire, police, hospital and military personnel through our
Annual Salute to Hometown Heroes.
Historical Promotion – During our national Bicentennial
Celebration, we assisted in the restoration of Ballestone
Mansion, which is now on the National Register of
Historic Places.
Community Events – Over the years, the Chamber
supported numerous community events, including
Essex Day, the annual Christmas tree lighting and the
Independence Day fireworks. In May, we hold a carnival,
and in September we have Family Fest @ 43.
We kicked off our 70th Anniversary with our Annual
Dinner and Awards Ceremony, featuring Governor Hogan.
Over 40 additional events were scheduled this year alone,
and opportunities still exist this fall for you to network
and promote your business, enhance your personal or
professional skills through training or help local schools
and the community. We are an active and growing
Chamber, and we’d love to have you join and get involved.
Sharon Kihn
Executive Director

uPCOMinG CHAMBER EVEnTS

Please join us for the following upcoming Chamber events. Additional details and registration
information can be found on our website – www.chesapeakechamber.org.
MEGA networking on the Waterfront
Wednesday, August 29, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Eastern Yacht Club
2330 Seneca Road
Essex, MD 21221
$30 for Chamber Members; $35 at Door; $40 for Non-Members
(includes heavy hors d’oeuvres and one drink)

Membership Luncheon: Tradepoint Atlantic Update & Tour
Tuesday, September 11, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Tradepoint Atlantic
1600 Sparrows Point Boulevard, Baltimore, MD 21219
$25 for Chamber Members; $35 for Non-Members (lunch included)

Family Fest @ 43
Saturday, September 15, 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Greenleigh at Crossroads
750 Concourse Circle
Middle River, MD 21220
FREE ADMISSION

Baltimore County Executive Candidate Forum
with John Olszewski, Jr. and Al Redmer, Jr.
Tuesday, October 2, 8:00-9:30 a.m.
Sheraton Baltimore North Hotel
903 Dulaney Valley Road
Towson, MD 21204
$25 for Chamber Members, $35 at door; $40 for Non-Members, $50 at door

The Chamber currently has openings for sponsors for our 2018-2019 events. Sponsor packages offer many benefits and range in price from $125 for a literature table to $5,000 for Titanium sponsors.

If you are interested in sponsoring a Chamber event, please contact Sharon Kihn at the Chamber for details.
THAnK YOu FOunDATiOn SPOnSOR
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