Message from the President
The Chesapeake Gateway Chamber of
Commerce is in an upbeat mood despite
the below average temperatu
tures
u and
winter weather of the past week. Spring
is just about here on the calendar, and
it’s time to be out and about in eastern
rnn
Baltimore County
ty.
y We are, after all, a
water oriented area and spring on the
water is wonderfu
ful.
u The views and vistas
are great and the breezes (think
nkk breezes,
not gales) are bracing and refreshing.

coming months. Also, we will be try
rying
y to
give a new spin on some of our previous
initiatives, and we ask that you look into
some of the upcoming programming.

up some of the vacant propert
rties and
vacant housing. Unfort
rtu
tunately,
u
we still
are suffering from the foreclosure crisis,
and many of the houses in our older
communities are now in the hands of
Spring is also the time to be sweeping out financial institu
tutions.
u
In too many cases,
the dust, shaking out the rugs
ruu and try
rying
y
they have been allowed to deteriorate
ty,
y we
some new things. In the community
and bring down the appearance of the
are looking at what we can do to spru
ruce
u
neighborhood. Squatters have taken up
up the Boulevard. I know,
knn
I know
knn that
residence in some of the houses, and this
much effort
rtt has been put into the heart
rtt of also has not been a positive. Cliff and
Essex over the decades, and it seems that his group have donated tons of time and
Your chamber has had some excellent
we never can quite get together on a plan economic resources, and we are hopefu
ful
u
programs the past couple of months
and funding.
fuu
Gary
ryy Jenn
nnings
n
has agreed to that we are close to a program to address
highlighted by the ann
nnual
n banquet with
help out with this effort
rtt and, working with this issue in our community
ty. If you have
Govern
rnor
n Hogan. This past month we
Councilman Crandell’s office, we are
an interest in this project, please contact
had a breakfast with our County
tyy Council hopefu
ful
u that an outreach to the propert
rty
ty
him or the Chamber.
representatives, and we are plann
nning
n on
owners and community
tyy will be fru
ruitfu
u ful.
u
Recently, we had the opport
rtu
tunity
u tyy to tour
a legislative wrap up next month. So, we We see other communities reviving their
the
LaFarge
site
on
Earl’s
Road.
You can
are try
rying
y to keep our members abreast of older commercial areas, and there is no
see
aerials
of
it
on-line,
but
until
you see
issues and legislation which would impact reason for us to be left behind. Few have
the
site
and
the
size
of
it,
it
is
difficult
to
their community
tyy and businesses.
been more active over the decades than
appreciate
what
is
there.
The
owners
are
Gary
ryy in working to improve Essex, and he
in the process of slowly reclaiming the
We also will be continuing this year with is the right person to tackle it this time.
sand pits, but have quite a ways to go. It
our seminars for small businesses to help
them organize and keep curr
rrent
r with the Cliff O’Conn
nnell
n of Cliff’s High Tech has is conveniently located along the railroad
tracks and has access to Route 43. What
latest in technology. Please review our
been working with community
tyy leaders
happens to it is going to be a big issue in
website for times and places in the upand the County
tyy in an effort
rtt to clean

upcoming months and years as LaFarge
seeks to move on from the propert
rty
ty.
y
Stay tuned.
tuu
I hope that you surv
rvived the winter well
and that you, like me, are looking forw
rward
w
to the times ahead. It is a good time to
be part
rtt of this growing Chamber. We
have more than doubled our membership
in the past year, leading to some good
netw
tworking,
w
and we hope to do the same
again. If you are not a member, I invite
you to look into joining us.
Best wishes,
John
hnn Gontru
rum
u
Chamber President
THANK YOU FOUNDATION SPONSOR

UPCOMING CHAMBER EVENTS

Please mark your calendar, plan to join us, and bring a friend to the following upcoming Chamber events.
Additional details and registration information can be found on our website – www.chesapeakechamber.org.

Bull Roast & Shrimp
p Feast
Sponsored by the Chamber and the Marine Trades
Association of Baltimore County
Saturday, March 18, 7-11 p.m.
Rosedale Gardens
8037 Philadelphia Road, Baltimore, MD 21237
$45 per person; $450 for a table of 10
Enjoy an extensive buffet, including top round of beef,
pit ham, steamed shrimp, baked chicken, shrimp creole,
fried shrimp and much more. May you have the luck
of the Irish with our 50/50 raffle and plant, liquor and
money wheels.
Dance to music by the popular band Remains of Radio.

Talk,, Taste & Tour
Tuesday, April 4, 2017, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Marshy Point Nature Center
7130 Marshy Point Road, Baltimore, MD 21220
$10 for Chamber Members; $15 for Non-Members
Join us for this new Chamber program, which
incorp
rporates
p
some fresh ideas into our networking
functions.
Talk – Network with other Chamber members and hear
all about Marshy Point Nature Center.
Taste – Sample some light refreshments.
Tour – Feel free to dress casually, so you can explore all
that the Nature Center has to offer, both inside and out
on the grounds.

New & Prosp
pective Member Orientation
Thursday, March 30, 9-10 a.m.
Chesapeake Gateway Chamber of Commerce Office
405 Williams Court, Suite 108, Baltimore, MD 21220
FREE
If you are a new member to the Chesapeake Gateway
Chamber of Commerce or are thinking about becoming
a member, we’d like to invite you to:
• Enjoy a light breakfast and tour the Chamber office
• Meet other new and prospective members and learn
about their organizations
• Hear about the many benefits of being a member
• Decide if you’d like to become a member of one of
the Chamber’s active committees
• Learn how to utilize all that the Chamber has
to offer to meet your personal, business and
community service goals
Space is limited, so please register early for this event.

MD PACE Proggram: Imp
portant Information for
Prop
pertyy Owners,, Contractors & Lenders.
Wednesday, April 19, 2017, 8:00-9:30 a.m.
Chesapeake Gateway Chamber of Commerce
Office
405 Williams Court, Suite 108, Baltimore, MD
21220
$10 for Chamber Members; $15 for Non-Members

Speakers:

Gerard Neely title Manager, MD Commercial PACE,
PACE Financial Servicing; John Stroud, Business Development Director, Greenworks Lending; Keith
Derrington, Chief Operating Officer, Recurrent, LLC
Since 2014, PACE (Property
ty Assessed Clean Energy) has
rapidly spread across Mary
ryland, county
tyy by county
ty.
y Last
fall, the Baltimore County
tyy Council unanimously passed
PACE enabling legislation. PACE financing requires no
upfront capital from commercial propert
rty
ty owners to

implement building upgrades that save energy and lower
operating costs. Improvements are repaid thr
hrough
r
a longterm
rm
m surcharge on the propert
rty
ty tax bill that transfers with
the sale of the propert
rty
ty.
y
Examples of benefits of PACE include:
· Property owners can lower operating costs and
improve the value and competitiveness of their asset
while complying with energy and building codes.
· Contractors have access to the capital necessary
ryy to
quickly turn
rnn proposals into funded projects.
· Banks and lenders can invest with confidence to
fund projects.
This program will provide an overview of MD-PACE
and details on how you as a property owner, contractor
or lender can benefit.
Leggislative Wrap
p-Up
p Luncheon
Thursday, April 27, 2017, 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Carson’s Creekside Restaurant & Lounge
1110 Beech Drive, Middle River, MD 21220
$25 for Chamber Members ($30 after 4/20);
$35 for Non-Members
Local elected officials will offer their perspectives on
the business issues addressed during the 2017 General
Assembly session.
Sponsorships are available for literature tables at the
April 27th event for the price of $125 each. You must be
a Chamber member. Members also may sponsor one or
more of our elected officials at this event. Please contact
Sharon at the Chamber for additional information about
this event and other sponsorship opportunities.
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